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My JFather’s House
— DPamon Knight

. ‘mth& beginx Yih's Leeodl’@ WAS Gernasbhael. And the world was
without form and wvoid,

ind Gernsbeck said, Lot there be science fict on. And it
was so,

Let us pray.

I mention this chexrring myth because I believed it for
30-sore years, until I read a scholarly volume called FUTURE
PERFEZCT, by H.Bruce Franklin., Franki-n says flatly that "There.--
was ne major 1Sth-~century American writer of the first rank, and
indeed few in the second rank, who did not write some science
fiction or at least one utopian romance." And he backs this up
with the selections in his anthology, and by referring to works
by Washington Irving, James Fenimore Cooper, ilerman Melville,
Oliver 'endell folmes and so on, He finds "scientific fiction"
beirg discussed critically as early as 1376, And the point he
makes is that during the 19th century in 4merica, science fiction
was not a segregated form, it weas not lookecd dowr trii it was
published, as & matter of course, in a1l the litersry magazines
of t:ie day --Harper's lkontkly, Futnan's, Scribner's, the Atlantic
l.ontkhly anc so on, liark Twain wrote it; Uiliiam Dean Fouwells
vrote it, and it nmever occurred to anybody to ook down on-those
wino wrote science fiction or those wio read it, IR

Vhet Gernsback =znctually did, it would now seem - but he nay
have had sore Lelp frorn the dime novels that began to aprear in
the late 14GC's - was to ghettoize science fiction « to make of
it, what it had not been before, & sedsrrte and despised genre =
published in magazines witl gaudy covers and read by a little
groun of nuts,

ind it has taken us forty yecrs to struggle back into the
daylight agein, e N Sy el i

How I don't know whether the dice novels and the pulp magtes
zines took up science fiction becazuse it had ceased to be respecty
able, or viether it ceased tc be respectsble because the dime
novels and pulp magagines too. it up. Some researca on this point
would be of interest.

But vhichnever way it was, tiie curious taing is.-that I find



I canmnot be sorry ithst Gernsback existed., I say to myselfl,
sunpose this downgrading of science fiction had never zappened -
suprose it had remained a perfectly respectable literary form -
wihet would the resuit have been? Well, of course we cen't know
wiiat we might have pot in the way of science Ticticn from liter—
ery writers of the .earliy 20th century. But I think it's quite
clear whet we wouid hove missed: EL.E.Cmith, Jack Williiamson,
“enry snd Catiherine Kuttner, L,Sprague de Carcp, Robert A.Hein-
lein, and se en right up to Reger Zelazny and Samuel R. Delany.

T have & perscnal rezsen ifor feeling this wey, too: if
tiere nad baen no Lhugo fernsback, I honestly don!t know where.
tiie kell I wenld be now or wiat I would be doing. It gives me
2 peculizsr feeling scmeticies to realize that oy whole 2ife-has
been determined, in thne gctrictest sense, by tie existence of
tais gm;tle*aﬁ now in hes 8Cs, whiorn I have mever met. If tiiere
hzd been no Cernsbzack, proised he e, thiere would heve been no
August -gbrtehber 1233 issue of imazing Stories and I would not
hove rzed it; there would have bDeen no fanzines for re to ipid-
tate and I would ncver have pubiished snide; there would have
been no Futurians znd I would never have gone-to NHew York to
Join them; I wculd never inave got & jobwit: Fopular csublic-
ations or with the Scott l.eredith Literery aAgency, praised le
it; I would never hizve rmet 0y wife and ry ekildren would not
exist. I con't inew what o tre werld would have Lappened to mes
I suzpose I would Dbe back in COrelion still, <oing God knows wiat,

-Bo you see-Gernsbaci. bas o heavy responsihility.,

Eut =mside Toom-such personzl cansiderations, "I rust tell

-

~you it 1 Beliweve the coicentration of science fictien into =
Bhette was esscntial te ditc growth. A giette —-amd T 1ise thisg

ugly term-delibergtely, beczuce i%t is 2pt - a ghetto is a kind -of
of hcothouse. Sciexnce. fiction wr*ters, incte=zd o? being scattcred
znd ebsorbed by the litorzry woria, were cramr.ed. into. tais

nzrroy littie ficld, where every writern wad istensely sware.of
wiaat the olilers werc doing. Thay wrcte for each other =nd. for a
coterie audience oif people wio knew whgt they were talking
about; tZocy picked uz iders fron ecch other znd fed them baCk
tiey buitt up & bodéy of cormon assumptions endé knowledge -
it was this concentration wiich race science fiction the
Terntasticaliy rieh ond vigorous ficid it is, Last YRAY..2135. et S
science fictiomnm boc:s were published. isbout 2C of these were
antirclogics, ana this happens year after year - 20 antaologies,

rrost of them in hardeover, of stories fror tois little bitty

magazine field. To realize Dow incredibie tiic is, yvou ueve to

3
d

ﬁ

.—~—compare it to tle mueh olaer nnd more respectable mystery field,
-wihich ccnsiders it s dome well if it cranks out trree or four

enthologies a year.

‘e reason-.-for -tziz vigor.and expiosive growtl, I believe,
is t-he sare thing tirct ocutsiders ZLizve zlways.corplained o = _
- ti.e over-tecinicolity <f scieuce .fiction,.the in-greup J@rgon,\




the things _hat make most science fiction just incomprehenzible
to the general reader. Scicnce fiction writers did not have tc
water their stuff down to make it scceptable to the man on the
street, beczuse they %rnow lhve was not going to buy it anyhow,

They could write for a specialized audience who would not have

to heve cevory damn thing explained to them in simple terms, and
therefore they could t-ckle any idea they could understand them-
selves and make it inte a story which would be -published and read
with understanding and ploeasure.

may cseemn like an odd ~tance for anyone tec taike who
at hzs becn variously described as the Blish-Knight

Now this
L iiford Mearia., If zny of you have read the recent
T
A

belongs to wn
axis or the I

debate in | ~akkuk, edited by Bill Dcnaho, you will know that I
am supnose. te be one of tlhoese who are trying to ruin science
fiction by “zporting literary walues into it.

Let e try to explain. I was struck particularly by one
thing that was sald during the XZabekkuk debate. A couple of
people, including Donaho, made the point that for them, literary
values in ; "ience fiction are not only unnecessary, but zctively
interfere » _+th their enjoyament of the story. Thzese people say
that they s+ not literary troglodytes, that they read mzinstream
fiction w’ = pleasure - but tlict if they want that kind of thing,
they can g=i it from tihe mainstream: they don't want it ian
science fici.on, which they read.in a different way end for a
different Lind of picasare,

Let = say that I understend this attitude perfectly,
hecause I - -l the same way about mystery fiction. I have heen
told, and T believe, that the mystery novel in the last decade
or so hro staked out serious claims to consideration as &
literary fcrm, and I couldn't care less. I read mysteries, when
I do, for pure entertainrent, snd I often like them even when
I know they zare bad,

15 it ant dinconsistznt of me, then, to be trying to import
literary values into science ffiction? I don't think so, The
mystery ficld, like science fiction, covers a broad spectrum.
There is tize pure—enter?iirn -nt stuff, like James Bend, for
people like me, There is the highly technicel deductive rystery
novel for thoise who like it, and the literary mystery novel for
those who lilzc that, The rystery tent iz big cnough to cover all
those peoplc, and the ssience fictien tent is big enougn to cover
me znd Bill Donzho, 4nc I submit that we should all be glad there
is this much variety in science fiction, because if there were
not - if 1% were all one kind, no matter whiech kind - three out
of four oi vc would be liefl ocut,

T've Loon using .o term prefty loosely without defining it.
Vhen I tali. =bout science fiction with literary wvalucs, I simcply
mean siorics wioich are well written., I have nco interest in



mekinz science fiction m: e like the mainstream, or, heaven
forbid, more like the avo t-gerde rovement., I simply want it
to be well enough writter. that I can read it with pleasure,
and stand some chancc of »eing able to read it z2gain, ten or
twenty years from now, wi. hout finding that it has gons ricky-
tick on me. I have t-ied “o reread some of those stories from
the 17230s Amazing, 22d I ‘now that most science fiction does
not stand this test, but 'his to me is simply another
illuscration of Strueon’: Rule -~ "lMine tenths of everything
is cruad."” I want a scienc fiection story to have exciting
ideas, logical deveoospmer ., and, all right, the sense of
wonder — but I alsc —ant o bz able to get through it without
tripping over gross ~rarmr - ticrl errors, clichéds and cooky-~
cutte~ characters.

In my Father'!s lousc arc many mansions,

/‘Editor's Note: The ‘est of this speech was concerned
with 2 project desigzned t malie sf bLooks more widely available
in tke bookshops, I:¢ his . ecen omitted, being relsvant only to
the American market. In {:ct most of the observations (but
not the opinions} in the upeech apply mainly to the imerican
scene. For example, in Br'.tein it is true of this century as
well ~s the last thnl "thore is no writer of the first rank,
and indeed few in tlie sec nd rank, who has not written some
science fiction," Would i. be unfair to contrast YWells and
Gernsback as the father I.gurcs_of science fiction on the
two sides of the Atlantic’ -—--4AS/
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FOR YCUR INFORMATION

Iiike Ashley
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The past few VECTORS Izave been void of this columm whil:t
I've been waiting for a regilar editor to appear, With the hope
that the present editcr will remain 23 such, at least for a few
issues, I've grabbed the tiusty type: and resumed work,

Shortly after th~ las? column arpeared I received a postcard
from Ken Slater in answer to Darroll's question about the Asimov

ChBlesd ug. 600 TRAR BLAN (POUNBATTON) was published as Part of
Ace D110 with NO YWORLL OF TiEIR OWN,; Anderson, as the other half,
Later published on its own as D538. SECONL FOUMDATION:GALACTIC
EMPIRE was the Avon publication.,®

And in answer to Tom's query on Weinbaum paperbacks:
"Weinbaum: "The Elack Flame" published by Harlecuin pbs,
Canada, in 1953. Very scarce.,"

From John Davies, 26 Trevale Rd.,lochester, Xent comes this:

"A friend of rine wishes to know where he can get hold of
the short story "Satisfaction Guaranteed" by Isaac Asimov, which
he has recently seen on television, Can you help, please?"

==BBE-2's OUT OF T..E UNKNOVWI series uncarthed this Asimov short
and screened it just after it had reappeared in several formats,
It can in fact be obtained in various places, Witz luck the
original in the April 1951 AMAZIIG STORIeS3. It appears in the
collection "Earth Is Hoom Enoughn", published by Doubleday in
1957, and brought out as pajerbacks by Bantam in ti:ze U3 (1959)
and Panther in the Ul (April 1660, reprinted October 1962),
HMore recently it was anthologised by Roger Elwood in his "Invas=-
ion of tn«¢ Pobots" (Faperback Library, April 1965), and even
more recently FAIITASTIC STORIES reprinted it in its July 1966 issuey
So there's guite a cht ce, znd as far as I know each version
is the same. No doubt a2t lcast one, if not several, can be ob-
tained easily, probably from Xen Slatert!s Fantast Bookshop,
75 Norjelk Street, Wisbech, Cambridgeshire--~

Since that is all that has come in since last time, I feel
it best to add sore rore information of my own, otherwise it's
going to be a rather small coliumn,

So here's hoping that VECTUOX wiil exzanrd enough to incorp=-
orate the following checklists, one of Otis Adelbert Xline (=z211
his sf and Tantasy to ajpesar in kg azine format, plus any orig-
inals elsewhere), and one of toger Zelazny. Both are as up to
date as they can be leaving me. If anytliing appears between
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completion and the z.pearance of this checklist, well,
it can't very easily be included!
ZBK, VECTOR herewith expands, But I'm afraid Mike's beautifully typed
lists will hsve to be squached somewhat, as well -- A§7
ROGZL~ CELAZNY
¥*rgseud Harrison Denmark
Mister Fuller's Revolt ss LC 1C/5¢ The Doors Of His Face,
Passion Play sz LS .8/62 The Lamps Of Fis llouth ss FP&EF3/65
Horseman! ss ¥ 6/62 ™Tn: Furies Sie AS 6/55
The Teachers lode A4 Thecel Of Pire Tnelinde's 3Song ss F 6/55
ss F 10/62 Devil Car ss ¢ 6/65

Mooniess In Syzantium ss AL 12/62 Of Time And The Yan 35 F&3F&/65
On The icad To Sylenoba ss F 1/63 ...and Call ke Conrad (2pts)F&SF10/65
Final Lining gs I z2/65 11/65
The Borgia Fand ss LS 3/63 But Mot The Herald ss IE win65
Nine Stzrships VWaitiag nt F 3/63 Love Is én Imaginary Number
Circe Has Her Froblems ss AZS L4/63 ss ¥ 1/66
The Malatesta Coilection ss T 4/63 The Belis Cf Shoredzan nt 3/66
The 8tainless Steel Leeck*ss AS 4/63 For 4 Breath I Tarry nt ¥¥ 3/66
AThing Cf Terrible 3eauty*ss I L4/63 Divine i.zdness ss FI sumbb
Threshold Cf TrLe Brophet ss F 5/63 This Moment Of The Storm nt F&SF6/66
l.onologue For Two* ss I 5/63 (Circe Has Her Problems =~ rep)GSF 6/65
Huseur: - iece ss F 6/63 The Xeys To Lecember nt MY 8/66
Mine Is The Kingdom* nt £5 8/63 (For A Breath I Terry - rep) F  9/66
The idsfit nt A5 1C/863 Comes iTow The _ower ss ME win6é
King Solomon's liing nt ¥ 10/63 (Divine liadness - rey) MU 10/66
L Rose For sfcclesiastes ss The ortal Mountzin wt T 3/6%7

F&SE 11/63 Dawn nt F&SFL/67
The Great Blow Kinss ss WOT12/63 DCeatlh 4nd The lLxecutioner nt F&SFG/67
The Graveyzrd lleart nt 7 3/6L The lan "The Loved The Faioh ss G 6/67
Collector's Fever ss & 6/6k In The Eouse Of The Dead &5 NY 7/67
Lucifer ss WOT 6/6L Angel, Jark ingel ss G 7/67
The Salvation Of Faust ‘'ss F&IF7/64 Damnation Llley nt G 10/67
The lonster and the [laiden (fassion FTlay - rep) G3F Fallé?

ss G 12/64

He Who Shapes (2 pts) £5 1-2/65

KEY: LC = Literary Cavzlcade; A3 = Ameging Stories; F = Fantastic;
HUOT = Vorlds of Tomorrow; G = Galexy; 'Y = liag of Horror; GSF = Great SF
IF = Yorlds of 1If; NW = New Worlds,

Roger Zelagzny has also made several fanzine agpearances, and as yet no
actual record has been made of them, Tiie only ones I have zre:

Late, Late Show 58 TIG.'fBEAIL 37 May 1966
excerpt from Wine :rrinces In Amber extract KALLINWANZAROS 1 Jumne 1967
A Knight For lerytha 88 ZALLIKANZAROS 2 September 67

"4 Xnight For Merytha' is a light-hearted story. znd not in keeping with
Zelagzny's usual style (except perunars "The Great Slow ¥ings"). It is in
fact the fourth in the Dilvish series, of which "rassage To Dilfar",
"Thelinde's Song" and "The 3ells Of Shoredan'" zre the first thrce.



F‘ w,
R,
f-"h., ki
P,
X
™
=

L ii really, . sonde, Bodert Zeinlein who cade that
remark -bou: science {ctior being the only route svill open
to sericms "dterature? Or iz thiis mersly a trick of the
memory It an =attr=ctive notion, sdmittedly, providing
our rmic roce _m wit'. & Jdisirea sisnificcence., But I do not think
that i- is ue,

ot

3

Ri ther it sewms - me that as tiize and change rnake their
progre: ‘ion wg shall + ad to fi-d the writers of "serious
litera  :re* (who, afier all, have zlways been a law unto
themse. vres) intruding more =nd more cften into territory that
was on: » he . d as purc v "S5F", The interface has always been
quite : ;bu. 'us with regard *o "fantasv". Siowly it will
become truc of 5F also,

Bc side i, there are a mnumberof surprising gaps in the
tradit’ sna! SF iragirstion. Man hgs been portrayed as a noble
or an :.usig:ificant creature at large in the univerce, but -~
with t! > pocssible exception of Vonnegut - our writers seem to
have f: iled o see tiat han waving his fist against the stars
is a srmewlkat ridiculous creature =zlso,

*® * * * * *

5. . enc . fiction of course. was not first to sce this
vision »f ! ;1 alone & ,ainst the universe. The Greelkc (by dint
of hav. ag t-en born sone centuries ahead of the rest of us)
got in Tirce¢, as usual, Oedipus Tyrarnus is, in its way, the
protot: e < a numbe. of JF novels -~ the tragedy of a man
standi: 7 uy against s fate.

I tne riddle oif Johm Barthls recent novel, Gi.es Goat-
Boy¥ vaiere s a full lengti: comic pastiche of Oedipus; the
story ol Tz .liped Deceius, reset in & modern American university
campus. wiin a fully sware, enaiytical politica’ Dean as the
lead cliracter, And .Tus transformed we see the. Jophocles play

in an : ~teraate ligh', the ridiculous aspect of a man who
"has h: 1 coming" and won't give up - the icture of a man

sawing off _he branch ne is sitting on,

G les “‘oat=E9y -.c a vast (710 pages), rambling erudite,

*John ~artl, Giles Gu=:-Boy (Secker and Varburg, London, 1966)
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comic epic of a parallel world designed more than anything -
I suspect - to allow critics to s8tub their toes. It defies
categories cuite deliberately. It is an allegory of cur
present world, set in an alternate landscape which is the
hallowed Halls of Academe (American Style) - the whole world
divided between the Eastern and Western €ampuses. But the
allegory is one way only; it illuminetes the novel, but does
not translate bseck into our own world, Further, it is moral-
istic, but explodes any moral tirat might be drawn {and is
drawni from it; it purports to give the inswer, but in
reality only answers itself,

And dominating it there is a scicnce-fiction device,
the vast computer VISCAC that runs the entire "Testern Campus
(2although nowhere is it shown so to do), beginning as an
extension of the library indexing system anc now independent
of its builders, threatening all with its ZTAT (for Tlectro-
encephalic Amplification and Transmission) waves that can
wipe out minds at a distance. Yet this is only the reflection
of our own Bomb in the distorting mirror; only, except that
you can deal witiz this in terms not possikle with our nuclear
nemesis. The work has been desigued to exist in its own right,
anc only in its own rigit, and would be shunned by the
critics quite properly if it were not for the temptation it
extends by merely existing,

And into this comes CGeorge (wiic may be the GILES), the
boy brought up zamong the goats (think of 211 the aijusions
in that simple improbesbility), simultaneously innocent abroad
and Messiah, The SF reader will recognise similaritics
between Giles and ZHeinlein's Stranger in a Strange Land. But
against George, iichael Valentine Smith was strictly a non-
starter, propped up against disaster by the superior science
of the hartians, ind iong though Heinlein's book may have
been, he did not dare the complexity of plot, tieme and
comedy inherent in Giles,

Ciles is8 z multi-~level boolk tiiat at .no point o»nerates
entirely on one level, It is hardly an alternate present in
the sense we are farilisr with in science fiction, rather it
is & distorting mirror of our own prescnt. aAnd yeot witzin the
story the logic of its ovm world is maintained., But tke logic
is, at best, an improbable logic,

There is a supposed science fiction axiom that each
story should be allowed one improbability, and work from
there, This is merely one of the many rules Giles breaks:
objections are foreseen cnd forestzlled, and then patently
ignored. The success seems to corme fror its very inventive-
ness. It is surprising thet it works at all; it is outrageous
that it should work so well,

* * * * * *
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If Giles Coat-Boy occupies (unannounced) a quite definitive
part of the orthodox science fictien landscape, Thomas
Pynchon's The Crying of Lot 49% must be accounted part of
thot landscape only insofer ss the real present has moved
into that imagined world., On her entry intec San Narcisco,
Oedipa Maas - the heroine - passes a factory, "The Galactro-
nics aerospace industry". Sc far has progress teken us that,
from the outside, the world cf Soutitern Californi seems to
have becore & science fiction landscape.

And yet if science riction is {iction concerning science,
then Lot 49 must be included, for at its core are the sciences
of communications and information thcory. rfhat rynchon is
interested in, and Kknows much about, inlormation theory has
been obvious ever since his brilliznt short story IZatropy¥**
was published way back in 1960, For the most part SF's
coverage of thiis field zas been ‘imited to tiic tecitnology of
computers and electronics, Fynchon's interest, however, is
widrr - polymath, For Iiim "communications" includes not
merely ti:ec new electronic &ge but zniso the history of
mediaeval post carriers.

In essence,,the story of Lot 42 concerns the siow
discovery of & mysterious clancestine communications network
buried beneath the familiar outlines oif out nresent world,
its roots buried back into t e sixteent: century and offect-
ing more of history than we might cezre to imagine. The locale
is tlhie present day fantasy landscepe whose outer surfaces
look fariliar enough, but w.ose darker recesses can prove
as alien =s any glanet parscecs distant,

And inte this is woven an incredible number of strands,
connecting science, society &nd history. It is difficult to
determine how nmuch of the background materigl! Pynchon quotes
is true - one suspects none oi it at all - tut the autior
obvicusly knows the background tc a depth which makes possible
an utterly convincing yet quite preposterous construction
upon that background,

Lot 49 2nd Giles Goat-Doy have ruch in comnon,
Surprisingly cezciz has a play at its centre, "Talipged" in the
case of Barth, for Pynchon a Jacobean .'evenge Traia called
"The Courier's Tragedy" - guite grisly in its detsmils. Dut
in Fynchon's case the curpose ig not to illurminate the history
of drama, but to provide another facet to the all-pervasive
background of communications, But the two bocks have more
than this, they have caught & form oi cosmic cormedy that is
outrageous in its own inventiveness,., Lnd behind this the
authors are quietly content to be scholarly about a guite

*Thomas kynchon, The Crying of Lot 49 (Jonathan Cape, London, 1.957)
*¥Thomas Pynchon, introny (in Felson Llgren's BDock of Lonesome
lonsters, Panther, London, 19G4)
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Jibie range of subjccts witiout for one roment lecing
the essential comic wisiocn,

* : ¥ o * *

e sould gqucte a number of books that have caughs e

simil 1 « zaliitr to ese LTwo, but the »umberwould net ba
too s iezl, Vemnegui and Joseph kMHeiler's Catch-22 are <“he eEL L
exampies that ceme fgme@iiately te miad, But the txivd In $uis

Pal

briel tr.ostych i3z nune of these, It is in fact an clide
recently brought tc the fore again by whetever mystericus
pProcesses control *tliegce lhings. Incdeed, Flann O'3rien’
Swim-iwe -3irds#% is rot sven in the real: of science fiction,

but pure fantasy., Yot thae multi-level structure remaine, the

same anarchistic, ~oswic sumour, Cne cen see that ihe Jdiffer-
ences are unlv“ortatb, that all three books are siblines,

7]

The levels at waich At Bwin-Two-Birds (the title .5 the
literal translation of ax Irish place name) basically operatec
are tnese., Firast there is the everyday life of the narraier =z
a stwedens in 'tweea-warz Dublin, writing his ncvel; fowiliar
to ur thiough Joyce' s Fortralit of the Artist as a Youn e
The sacona level is the novel-witiin-z-novel, where a scoond
character is engaged in writinag his own novel, However thds
second {or third) auviior is much less effective, he must hire
his own characters =+ :

] [.]

"o live with him while he comuoses “he
novel of which they will be part.

This is the first level of fantasy. The clharacter- of tliia
ternary uovel are professionals, out of work fror othror volanes,
Irist ex-cowbovs and the iike from hack nevels. ind ticsc Heve
minds and wills of their own. As the book progresses .oy will’
begir tc take ovar frorm the writer =nd manceuvre it {ird him)
for tneir own purposes. ’

~nd benealih to: primary (realistic) and secondary (fa,vn
leveis tasre i3 the third levei: of the primitive myth uan ;
lore cif Ireland. e heroes - represented by IFin Hee Cool auud
King Sweeney, and tle sprites and elsmentals - tlie loola liac.-
rhellimey and the Cuad Fairy. The pmultisle levels intermingle
constantly, as thouglh occcurying the same book tizey shouvid
occcuy;y ti'e sane werds. And once rore notkhing <41l be razolved,
because rothing is resocivuble. Complaxity is the order of
nature. 411 three brooks, Giles, Lot 49, and At Swip-Tw--Birds
undermine the worid-order we ore familisar wita. —

Lt Zs in thig clement of corclexmity, T bRuieele, Sat thkic
essenvizsl comedy srises. [n the eguivalent tragecy -- tre
Cedipus wiery, for instance - the story will eventuall, resolve
into sisrk simplicity. The door will he revealed, the kfroee
Will wtand ex -Fall, and that il be sufficient, These comedices
reverze xois order; bullding elaborste znd outrageous naleshiift
structures whieh will eventunlly cclliapse about our efis, bury-
ing ltheixr cheoracters znd ourselves in the firal prenostzious
debacie. /*Flann ('Brien, At Swip-Two-Dirds (MacGibben & Leo 1960)
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We'.l, back in California after & hectie couple of we2ks in
and arocund lNew York City, Rather exhausted, lost seven pounds
(drinking and not eating will do that every time) and with a
slight =case of vibrating hands, what the lexicans call "tele.-
grafisto!t (working a code key)that is supposed to come from
over-incdulgence in drink, but never mind about that. This 4is =
con report, not an application for A4,

BeZore the MNycon proper started there was a thing called
the lilford Conference, a writer's coanference for =1 TYpess 1
managed to make the last day of this, which was enough, doubt
if I could have lasted the entire week and then the conventior.
Darion kight and tae delectable lirs ¥ate Jilhelm ¥night preside
over ti.se things, and everyone you can think of was ther~, T
met Gordy Dickson for the first tire, a fine boozer and l: te-.
night singer, abdparently knowing almost as 1 ny exotic scogs
as does Brian Aldiss. He would grace a 9SFA con and I rus: seo
if T caa con him into coming to one, Farian ., was there. had
just becn in a fight with some guy twice Liis size, roprian had
beat tic hell out of him too, but had a spiit lip, black aye,
etc. to prove it had not been casy. He flattened some inrocens
and emp*y beer cans for us with a kara-te chop to show howv it
was dons, Fritz Leiber was there (I have vague memories of
indian-restling on the kitchen flcor with him about 4 A, God
knows w-y), 2d dmshwiller, with writer wife Carol, Xay lL.aclLean,
Judy Mevril, £len Nourse, Terry Carr, 2d Fe man, our own John
Bush of Gollancz, the list is endless, 4And the next day the
conventlon,

Well, for one thing, it wsas in .the world's worst hntel,
So help me, this dive was worsas than tae The King's Truss, or
whatever the name was of that evil dive in London where the
worldcon was neld in 1957. Americuns do everyt-ing in a big wey,
even being bad. "~ & were overcharged, served waticred overrriced
drinks, wetched Diack beetles amble across the Jakes flocor,
waited hours for food (Ellison threw an inedible roll ageinst
the wall in m=ild protest, wioile across tie room DelRey was hurling
a salad tre length of the room, it wzs that kird of servine),
discovered tuat ail the elevators went down, none up, end 1
counted 2nd it wes true: there must have been a great pit in
the basement full of broken lifts and a crew of busy chanz on
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the roof constructing new ones, and to crown the insuli we

found we were sharing convention space with L.Ron Hubb-rdt-

scientology nuts. The American iAssyrian Foundation was olsc
e

meeting, but they were harmless except late at night wien Z*iey
came down like a wolf on the fold with wild drinking p-rtics.

Aside from the guality of the hotel it was a good con,
though too big, 1,200 peonle there or some such figure, and e
programme was even duller than usual. I don't know whom to
blame, though Ted 'hite as chairman must shoulder gfcue guili,
Everyone was there, and there could have been whizé-bang
speeches, debates, argurtents, but boredos ruled instead., lMcst
of the peorle wno made it teo the platform were stucl: in siliy
formats and could not do their best. But I sup ose this zlways
has to hepren. Not that there weren't hiigh points. The cestumes
were real like crazy and there were a nunber of lightly clad
wenches with fine figures that kapt the old orgone radiating,
This was also true of the Galaxy Fashion Show where some egual-
ly fine figures sported almost nonexistent contumes, Golaxy did
very well by the entire affair. They hsd = suite where booze
flowed like water for four days and nights, Fublisher FPob Giinn
started it &1 going the fTirst night, tihen left Fred =nd Carsnl
Pohl in charge. Yhen they weren't there iy favorite editorecs.,
Judy~Lynn Benjamin, played hostess,

Ycu're not going to get one of those play-by-play con
reports from me. You've probably read enough of them DT now iad
besides, it has all become sort of hazy for a nunber eof zood
reasons, high points emerge,tiough. I enjoyed meeting EHariy
Stubbs (Eal Clement) who ruled on high about that navigstion
problem, the one f{or LZATHWORLD III. It appears that e haa
worked it out years ago so had the znswer ready. (I you wau:
it simply, on a planet with no axial tilt thie sun has to rise
due east and set due west anywhere osu the planet, with the
exception of the poles where it just whips around tihe horizon
forever, )

This was my first worldcon in the US in about 14 or 16
yaears, so there were a lot of jpecple I had never met before.
Heith Laumer for one, who is very muci: like you thinls he would
be, I recall crawling out of ovne of those terrible 1ifts at
11:45 Al one morning and meeting Xeith all radiant and healthy,
{He does not smoke, prefers not to drink.) Therc was I, fresh
from bed and mouth like the bottom of the parrot's cage, ~nd. I
invited hin to join me for breakfast. "Thank you no, Harry," I
quote, "I have already had my breaufcst. In fact I am meeting
ecmeenc alac now for lunch,” liealthy, clean-living sod.

Another high point was-«- no, hell with that, there are
s8till laws of libel, I'1ll teil you sabout it at the nex* con.
Just don't cut tapes. ' '

There was a banguet, of course, plastic chicken =aid ¥ Loo.-
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fied potatoes, shrapnei green peas, you know the drill, whicn
was marked by hours of terribie speeches, 1 came close to a
Hugo, actually fondled the thing, since I accepted one for
Jack Vance, who was not present., I hada.green beret iniantry-
man at my table, nice guy though proud of his strength, «nd

T did my bit for disunity by showing him a statement protest.-
ing the US involvement in Viet HNor that had btecen signec by
every S¥F writer, Ny publisher,; Sol Cohen, sat by me, mceting
the gepat and the near great., (If you have not heard I am now
editing AVMAZING and TFANTASTIC, and I need good stories. If
you have any send them to me at Box 1058, Imperisl Beach,
Calif, 92032 USA, Return postage please, but It can be some
of thos« quaint stamps with H.R.,H. in profile. 1 have secretx
uses for unused British stamps.) Bob Sheckley and loveiy wifeo
Ziva also sat at the table (I hate to kcep lauding the wives
this way, but some of these SF types have married some
smashing broads,) You lucky Eritons, Bob and Ziva are now on
the way to London for whzot they hope will be a protracted
stay.

Enough of this name dropring. It was a lousy progrram
terrible hotel and a great con, £11 cons are grezt corng. T
keep going. It is becoming 2 secret vice,

Speaking of name drovring, I hear by my secret grapevinc
that old Archie lercer is miffed at me. He finds fault witx:
my LETTER and my con resort, If he were here I would poke
him, friendly like, in his meatpie filled middle, and =make
a rude remark, Since this is to appear in public nrint I
will say only Archie, where is your sense of reciproci.v?

I have suffercd through name-filled, ennui-producing rencrt,
of yours for ages, snd never & complaint you heard from my
lips. Read my lists of dropped names, Archie o0ld man, and
try to enjoy. You have ne other choice, So-- let us rTezt i
at that, then, until next issue,

Iarry Harrison.

TEE -CINTRAL CONTRIBUTORS' BOOL

The Pool exists to help editors find contributions, and
to help writers s=nd artists place their work.

Editors seeking ossistance should write to the reliszsvant
section, enclosing 1/- to cover postage and envelopes, =nd
stating requirements., In the case of artwork, size recuired
(and, if applicable, subject matter) should zlsoc be stated.

Contributions te either section will be gratefully
received; contributors receive & free copy of the fanzine 3
which their work was used.

STORIZS and ARTICLES: Tom Jones ). for addresscs
LATWORK, POETRY and anything else: lary leed) see BSFA list,
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BIOENGINEERIN
ija Clsbﬁ’

3f stories frequently employ the concept of bicengineering
the science of altering the genetic constitution of an aripal
to produce sometliing that is intelligent or adapted to a pa“tﬂc-
ular enviromment or job., The idea is zn attractive one, and
there are many applications which would benefit one in this
world, Say, a semi~intelligent dog that could walk upright and
do the housework while the humans are out, Or small elephants
to act as transport. (By small, 1 mean ﬂbout the size of a
minicar. They would be cheaper to run, seif reproducing, and a
darn sight faster than cars in our cities.) Or perhaps sone
sort of amoeba that could be injected inte the bloed and would
kill 21! bacteria and viruses, and would ingest cancer ceils
beflore they destroyed the victim, Or perhaps a semi-intelligent
cheetah for work withh the police, the ckeetah because of its
high turn of speed in emergencies,

There are many possibilities apparent in the field of non-
nuclear war, and I am thinking at the moment of Vietllam, The
warfare there is mainly in the jungle, so what better thing to
use than something adapted te a jungle life? Heavily plated and
semi-intelligent Thinoceroses could be used for blasting o way
through thick vegetatiocn, varicus types of big cats, again '
intelligent cenouglh to tell the difference between an /merican
and a VietCong, to stelk amall parties of insurgents. The
adventage of this is tihat deatl: would strike the enery silently
and not give warning to nearby groups. Or verhaps s=nitient birds
to spy on enemy emplacements, Vell, I need not go further. The
possibilities are immense, to put it mildly.

However attractive the idea seers, its actual accomplishment
is quite another matter, aud in my opinion will be impossible
for a very leng time to ceore, Some biocengineering occurs at
present, but it dis a hit and miss affair, Breeding experiments
to produce monstrosities like poodles and curly-coated c=zts are
one method, and induced mutation is the other. There is a
bacterium known an Escherlschlh coli, abbreviated for pronunci-
ation reasons to E coli, which figures in irrost experiments of
this kind. “This creature suffers from attacks by a virus knowrn
as the X2 phage. Tf a culture of Z coli is coated with R2,
plagues, or rings of dead bicteria, soon appear. Zvery nov and
again, individual £ coli resist the 22 ond survive, lost of
their progeny inherit this resistence. If a culture is irradiated
witli a reasonably "soft" radiation, it ofter happrens that rore




of the T coli are resistant to the RZ than in an unirradated
calture, L sort of bicengineering has been accomplished.
Mutants are also produced that lack the ability to rake certa
essential growth substances, and by using these it is possible

=

to ascertain the dietary minizmm for & coli and otlier basteria.

Moving up tiie scazle to amimals, the informaticn needed to
describe the form of any particular asninal is coded in the
form of strings of purine sind pyrimidine bases in the chromo-
somes, threadlike beodies that reside in the nucleus of celis
The chwrorosove is divided into a nurber of sections, called
genes. Genes deternine one character oniy or one facet of a
character (this is a2 extreme simplication of the actual state
of affairs but these ideas will be sufficient for my purpose),
By many, many breeding experirents, it is possible te determine
the pesition ¢of thesc genes on the chromosorne, Various bio-

chemical experiments have also shown that genes wake proteins
and that proteins arc divided into subunits czlled amino acids.
Three purine and/or pyrinidine bases are ali that are necessary

to code for one armine acid., So the scquence of the bascs deter-
mines the corder of the different amino acids in the protein
that tihe gene makes.

Please note:- ali this is cccurring con the molecular level.
We know sore of the codonsg (SGQL°HCES of three bases needed to
code an emino acid) but we would need tc know the completoe
sequence of arino acids in any particular protein to discover
the seguence of bases in the gene producing that protein. 4£nd
proteins more often than noet have hundreds of ardiro zecids in
them. Science is wonderful, but it takes almost a lLifetime of
research and infinite patiernce to work out the Zrimary siructure
(the sequence of azmino acids) of =z singile proteln. L furiher
complicaticn is thet proiteics zre folded into very wiggli: forms
before they becore actlve, and thelr mode of action is only
incompletely undsrstoced. slse, mroteins differ from species to
species, The haemoglobin of a2 vret has a sligihntly different
primary structure tc that of 2 human being, although its —ode
of action is essentially siril

.‘H}
H

o~
<y -

a .

Te accorplish bicengineering on tire scale described in my
first parazgraphs, we would first zsve tc werk out the structure
of every protein in every znimel, then the genetic constitution
of every animal, thern know why a2 proteir acts i thie way it
does (this means knowing the secondary and tertisry structure as
well, i,e. the way tle protein is folded)}, and finally invent
2 means of altering genes (consisting of a single string of
molecules) to make the proteins we need tc construct tae animsl
we want, To give you an idez of the stage we hzve got to. The
prlmary structure of oanly about twenty proeteins has been eluyci-

ated, and that since 1945, when Senger discovered the primary
structure ¢f insulin, The secondary and tertiary structures
have been worked cut for even fewer, and then the primary
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struc ire is not knovn., Tie sequence of codons on a gene has
not v2t even been zttempted., More is known about the E coli
killi~g gene of R2 than znv other genej no-one knows whaot
prote‘n it makes,

I've Left cut very reny aspects of this, including l1iffexr-
entizstion of cells, ~he rode of action c¢f proteins, and dozens
of technical details. but this shouid give you an idea of the
immenze implications in tiie idea of biocengineering. Personally,
I don't think it wil! ever hapnen, and besides, it has already
been done, VWhen life egar on this  arth, the first living
object must have beeil a chrorosome that could reproduce itself,
Its progen;y "learnt" to mcke proteirs to cover iteself and
suprort itself. Thetl=r vei believe in God or not, you'll admit
that that wag quite rome T:at.

FORECALLTING THE [FUTURC This was a disappointing five bob's
Scienc2 Journal Oct., 2.967 worthh aiter the editor's tallx of

newv gcierntific ways of guessing the
future. It azzpears that we still have to rely on clear thinking
and the opinions of experts . Apparenily it is not the dorne thing
to let the cexperts consult each other, though one of the articlesg
does mMnticn the surprisinzy fact theoe better results are obtained

if ea  cxnoert is zllowed to see what the others have written.
However, many of the Forecasts are

interesting, and an account of some FPOAECASTING TRE FUTURE
of the may appear in a future issue of Vector

of Vec:cor, A rather freer look at the

future will be contained in the next issue of Vector, which will

have a section on automation; also vaguely in the air arc

eritical ‘articles on varicus zuthors and ancther look at hyper-

gpace =and relestivity. Ve hope to maintain a good balance between

criticism, science anc speculation, but we depend on you to send
us the articles,

and from fcrecasts Pete Vieston's SrEZCULATICN, one of the

to SFEIULATION bigger names in the world of sf criticism,
haes teenothiy g more than a name since

faster, ilowever, OGpecualation-16 will scon be published, and will

consist of a full rep- rt or. the 1967 Convention, including the

terxts of the spe2aches give.i by [ ichzael joorceock and John Brunner

and z transcript of tae discussion between the authors oii the

preofessionals! ponel; also an editor‘s eye view of the "less

formal® part of the weekend, and a review of Bd IEmshwiller's film

Relativity (not related to Einstein's idea of the same nome).

2s 6d, from P.R.VWesto:, 81 Trescott Ad, yHorthfield, Birmingham 31,

CORRICINDA The opinions and attitudes....The title page dis-
clairmer should, of cocurse, have included the editor,
Oh, ycs, Definitely. And the editor ig definitely grateful for
the help and advice he got from Viec Iiallett, Mary Reed ard Archie
Mercer. Finally, the heading on p.25 should be regarded as artistic
licencc, as hypocoristic of hyperbolic, hypochondriac or megalo-
maniac (delete to taste). e are not the BSFA Ltd.; a cormpany
linitel1 by guearantee is not, it seems, a Co, Ltd.
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SF SEASON AT THE NATIONLL FILM THEATI T

Michael R.J.,HKenwvard

The British Film Institute is s..owing & scason of science
fiction films at the MNational Fiim Tleatre, Vaterleoo Bridge,
in November and Decermber. The filrs "2 be shown are:-

film and year of prod? Cirec’or date & ilime
Nov,

Fantastic Voyage{1966) Aichard Fleischer 7 6.15 8.300
Things To Core(l1936) W.C.Menzies 10 6,15 8.30
Alphaville(1966) Jean-Ilnac Godard 1F 8.30
Fail Safe(1964) Sidne~ Lumet 12 L4,oC 8.30
Seconds (1966} John . rankenhedimerl2 6,1%
Lord of the Flies (1963) Peter 3rook 18 4.0 615 &, 30
It Came from Outer Space(l1953) Jack irnold 19 4,6 6.15 8.30
Panic in Year Zero(1963) ) Dec,
The War Game(1966) Peter Vatkins ) 7 6.15 8.45
Seven Days in lay(1963) John lr:onkenheimer 5 6,15 8.30
The Haunted ¥Falac3(1963) Roger Corman 6 6,15 8,30
The Damned{1961) Joseph Losey 8 .45 8.3
The Frehistoric Sound(1965) Jose Nieves-Conde 9 %.0;3;L.c¢.10,8.30
The Thing from Another Worlid(1951)Christian Nyby 9 6.1
La Jetee Chris iarker e n
Forbidden Flanet(1955) Fred %Wilcox ¢ 8.30:Dec.10,4.0
Death Takes a Holiday(1933) Mitehell Leisen 10,11 6.15
The Man with the X-ray Eyes(1963) Roger Corman 13 8.30
This Island Earth(1955) Josepl: Newman 12 605 B0
Invasion(1956) Alan lLridges 13 6,1% 8.30
The Incredibie Shrinking Man{1956) Jaci frnold 1% 6,15;0ec.16,4.0
Voyage to the End of the

Universe(1962) Jindr:~h Pnlak 14 8.30;Cec.15,6.15
The Day the Earth Stood $t111(1951) Robc>t Wase 15 8.30;bec.16,6.15
Un imour de Foche(1957) Fierrc Kast 16 8.30:Dec.17,4.0
Robinson Crusoe on Jars{(1964) Byron Haskin 17 6,15 8.30

This programme contains a varied range of both sf and
cineme, with such welli-known directors as Joseph Losey (2@2
Servant and Accident), John Frankenhcimer (CGrand Frix) and
Robert Vise (Jest Side Story and The Sound of liusic), and
stories from writers such as Johm .C(=ampbell (The Thing from
Another World), Raymond #,Jones {This Island Earth' and E.G.
Wells (Things To Come).
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it d2 a2lsn wort! noting that in Hovember Alphaville is
being scir:ened as part of a season of the films of Godard, This
most certuinly is sf, despite the remarks of John Brunner in
NEW UW02LDS% 165. Also being showm, as a short with The Thing
from fnot! er Vorld, is Chris Marker's ia Jetee (raved about by
Ballard i . N¥ 1.,4). S

Detslls ol membh rship of the British Film Institute can
be obtair 3 froi
Tie Dritish Film Institute,
sitber:zhip Lepartment,
142 Dean Street,

Lendem, W. .
It is wel. wortu. obizinin.- associate membership (about 10s 6d)
just %o Lo able to sece these Tilms. s a bonus there is a

forum on scienc: Ficuion sn the afternoon of December 16th,

THE BLST OF TIIE NEVS Vic Mallett

Cuntermass and the Pit, starring Andrew weir as (uatermass,
2lso James Donald, Julian Glover and Dorbara Shelley, is now on
release, lirected by loy 3aker and scripted by Higel ineale, it
follows v 'ry c¢lusely the coriginal television script, but it'is
now in wi.le screen ond colour.

FARZINE RICEIVED

Phile No. 29pp., dupiicated well but a iittle heavily on very
good guzlity paper. Contains an editorizl on {what else?) NEW
WOsLES; coticles onn UROs3, immigraticn, and professional cartoon--
drawing % Grak-m Charnocl, Beryl kercer ond Dick Howett resp-
ectively, fiction by Jobn and Bilil Odds; and a long correspond-
ence colvin discussging such tesics as non-linearity and when
Harry Verier has ever been nasty. availables on "the usuel fannish

terna?, wiatever thei means, Trom Croham Charncck, 2 Valsingham
Mansions, Fulham Reod, Leonden 5.¥W.6, who produces it,
CANLINE it ReCEIVET: Speculztion 3 > Do 17

SUNE LS0LATED AL RESPrOISH

From Jce Dowmaan, Balinoe, Ardgay, Rosscshire:

Fhii Muldowney states that NI VO DS is being fitted te the
modern agc. But it vsed te leook to tiie future, not the present.
It is not an ulitra-modern "with it" sf mog. It is & doddering oid
man staggoring clong leaning on the sinculders of his devotees who
are purely suprortinghimcut of an old affection. I remember him
in his he —-days, the eariv 1950!'s, when ke Jjogged zlong at az great
pace, It ig alxroady proving that sf written for the select few,
making sense out of nonsense, doing for sf what Ficasso did for
painting. doesn’t pay. What we need is a new British sf magazine,
with real storiss, gnod illustrations and =z far wider appeal,

O e
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AN LCGLE by Briar V. /ldiss RHeviewed by
Faber, 2l1s. 22i4pp, Ricliard Poolie

Edward Bush: star mincer, artist/painter, haunted by the
Dark ¥Woman, obsessed by time., On the barren sands of the
Devonian Fra he wins Ann from Lenny, leader of the weird
bike-riding tershers. In tlie Jurassic he Tinds his art outdated
by Borrow, loses Ann, is attacked by Stein: he returns to the
present.

IIis nuther, the central figure in his existence, is dead:
he wrecks his studio in a fit of anguishy the cherry-tirees in
the garden are nere stumps of remenbered beauty, The rest of
the nevel is the storv of Bush'!s greatest act of creation,
his self-elevation to psaychopormp: the creation of a world in
whici: ke cen live, oi an eg centric womb-oriented reality,

it hiages on Bush's miin character (for Bush is now the
novelist): Frofessor Silverstone, whe khas the magic to
reverse th~ flow of time. The theory of reversed time is
Aldisgs's gieatest triumph in tiie tale; his prose reaches
poetic neisghts as the words flow on like a healing river of
life:

"Shertly zfter the beginning of the yeer, the dead
leaves sti., turn gold, rise from the ground in shoals, and
coat the beech itrees; thie beacaes tiien turn them green and by
the eightl: month suclk thex back inte themselves in the form of
buds..."

One a.most feelsg that Aldiss wrote the novel so he could
recreate creatic.al

And destroy it zgain, for the universe is a thing that
moulds itself te the whim of lLiis pen, In it there ia melodrama,
comedy, horror r:d sympathy; something of philosophy,
something of poeciry.

But most of 211l ftwe worids. The transfiguring anticlock-
wise moverant of the one of Bush's neurosisg, woere humanity
dies into zxistence - and the heavy clockwise round of the
other, where Bush is a matient in a I'ental Institution,
pathetically aweiting liboration, Vhich he prefers the reader



Which e prefers ti.e reader must decide for himseif. Vhuscn L=
the more real he may not decide - for who can truly say that

he can pul his finger on the pulse of actuality?

THE MOON 15 A4 Z4ZBH MIPTAYSE by R.A,HNeiniein Reviewed oy
{(Fugo Award winner, 1967 Fhil luidowney
Bhladenly 2Es 38T TR«

A new Hednlein novel. An occurrence, a hanpening, & time
for criticzal weiling and gnashing of teetiz. Ur perhaps just an
anti-climax,

The scene: Tuna a hundred years Ixence, =21 open cenal colony
ruiled by the benign Authority mznifest in the warden and police,
They sre cuite content to leave the "loonies™ alone as Long as
the grain shipments are not iaterferec with, and there is nov
too much wolitical agitation. Luna is a strange and unusual
society of three miilion peonle who grumble at aAuthority. but
take o action until the I1ero comes along.,.

o
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Manuel Garcig C'IXelly, computer men and jack-of-ali--trades,
is matey with khike the sentient computer, who is lonely and
enjoys talilking to people.,. The scertical and somewhat roluc-
tant reveolutiohary lizauel gets involived with the fiervy o»londe
Wyoming ¥nott and the gentle old anarcizist Frofessor Sernarda
de la raz, aAfter learning thet if their present situation
continues the Luna community will die, the three, togetiier
with Iike,. pilan a reveolution. The itovel tells the story of tre
revolutior and the consequent dealings, military and neiitical
with Farth.

Story time over, nov for tlhe hztchets. TFeinlein iz an old
pro; this makes the major flaw in the boolr all the rore evident.
It is Just too LONC. The book cries out for the editorizi biue
pencil, Tie ideas and most of the writing are of the stondard
that we have come to eipect from Heinlein, but tie pliot just
does not support tris length ol story. Prom z fast paced znd
exciting 2tart, it slows down to & crawl; tlhie characters fade
into the tackground, =2nd one is left with -~ dissertation on
"Ihow to orzanisc a revelution.," The book could do withh a cut
of = hundi->d pages ~nd a tightening up of the pace and nlot.

That 1s tiho mejor criticism; there are others. I am no
expert on compuiters, but cven to my nen-scientific mind the
treatment that _einlein gives to the orezcticability of o sentient
computer seems very sketely indeed, Lt thae start friend Manuel
poses sor¢ guestions (What is = scul? etc.,) but that is about
all, The blurb premises "faacinating comnuter lore"; well, I
searched diligently but I couid Tind raich. The hero is the
typical ‘leinlein one, the man of action, with some grey matter,
but not interested in peolitics and with 2 l1ittle contempt for
the dintellizctual, Stereotyped perhaprs, but nevertheless attrective,
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The sort of hero the reader czn identify with. frofessor
Bernardo de la fas is anotisr type of character Heinlein is
fond of, the o0ld father Tigure, and in this case one again
feels that e is5 a mouthpiece for rieinlein's political wviews.
Yet he is the bezst, tiie most fully developed character, one of
Heinlein's mogst mextorable., Can a conputer have a cheracter?

Tell this one does, ™Methoer it is relevent is =z debatable point.

Reading this book one can perhaps understand some of the
irritation thet the nev sciiool of sf writers hns with Eeinlein.
Though nis scientific, political and sociological ideas have
developed over the years, his style, the slang, the hunour, the
narrative technigue etc. hhave ~hanged very little since the
early forties, One could alirost be reading Gulf again.

But though one can grumble at Illeinlein's style, it is
entertaining, it carries you aleng with it, In the parts of the
book where the plot is not Logged dovm by revolutionary lore,
it is as exciting end aas fast paced as orny Heinlein story. Its
best feeture is tixe description of =z conpletely different soci-
ety, The effects that too few women ond easy destl have on a
socicty: polyandry, the fascinating clian nsorriages, the differ-
ent morals, And despite its flaws, tke sheer entertainment of a
computer with a person-lity,

The ieinlein fans will lap it up, It is not so blotantly
unusual as his past few boolis, e.g. wviile his political wviews
intrude, they are put better and do not have the polemic flavour

that marred Stranger in a Strange Laznd and Fernhamls Freehold.
All in all it is an average book that could have been far better.

BABEL=17 by Samuel 3 ,Delany Leviewed by
Joint Nebula Award winner, 1966) Richard Foole

Gollancz, 21s, 192poD.

Coprer-eyed Aydra Vong - poct, linguist, muscle-reader -~ is
given the task of breaking Bzbel-17, an exact language that
coincides witl: successful sabotage against the Alliance., She
iasn't content with translation - she wants to know "w-o, or
witat, in the Universe t..inks thst way".

The story rips successively through the techinicolour world
where Rydra picks her crew, IDracs defeats the Silver Tragon, and
cosmetisurgery transforms ren into living jewels; the Llliance
War Yards, where Baron Ver Zorco shows Rydra the weszpons of the
future and is kilied at a sumptuous feast by & superman of his

own making; Jebel Tarik, thc shadow-ship where iydraomcete the cnigma-

tic Butcher, crimninal/murderer<key to ti.e meaning ol Babel-17;
and Alliance HQ, where w11 is at lzst revealed,

Delzny is most spectacular in the —idst of nction: verbal
pyrotechnics lean out of the page at tiic reacer, sometimes
stunning & little more than they ought; ideac crackle around
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and crowd 1im lilke bursts of suﬁ—machinegun fire. Babel-17
has not quite t.ie control of 1965 Ncbula winner Dune.,

As a tinguidstic/philosophical problem, Babel-17 promises
much, ands =z little disappcintingly. Thinking on it onn Jebel
Tarik, Rycdra is "suddenly secing the water at the bottom of =
well taat 2 moment ago you thought had only gone down a& few
feet". Buti its clarity, we discover, is due really to its
simplicity: it cannot deal:..with the complexity of paradox, a
hurman mind restricted to it weould burn out or break down. Its
final "correction" is a plot fact, unexplained. How does one
"correct" a computer langunge teo be more thin & humay gne?
lir, Delany doesn't szy, 3

It's on the level of fast adventure thst the novel wins
out, compelling the reader's sittention =211 the way. The author,
one feels, is capable of very good things, .

THE RIVULVAY RCSOT by Lester del Rey Reviewed by
Gollancz, 15s. 176pD. Bryn Jfortcy

I yvou are looking for deep and hidden meanings, or 'new
wave" dnvestigetions of rcality, don't waste yeur time. They
are not to be found here. If, on the other hand, you fancy a
well=-written but unprctentious adverturc yarn told in a rether
gentle fas:ior, then The ‘'unaway Robot is for you,

1 zm abie to eitjoy both types nyself, and this is s very
good novel of its kind. .ex, the runawsy robot itself, tells
.the story Tirst person, Ly and large del ey is successiul
thougl: Rex does sceem & bit too human at times. But there, Rex
is no ordinary robot! =

Thre pliot line Tollows tivie-honoured pazthways. Bot has robot
- boy loses roboet - bBoy findc robot - boy loses robot - boy
finds robot - fade out toe hazpy ending. Or is it robot Finding
ana lesing boy? Ho matter,; it is =1l good clean fun and guaran-
teed not to offend, Necther will it need any undue effort on
the pert of the reader. The story rinc is fairly predictable,
and toses no devicus twists or turns.,

The characterisztion is competent. I icund rmyself acuite
liking .lex, and nis young owner, Fasul, comes over well. The
ginmick of Zaving the robet tell tie story 1ifts this novel =o
little above tic generrml run of the rill publication. '

IT youare Zocking for a plensant couple of hours cof eagy
reading, tien The Aup=z=vay owbct is recommended,

Gi

SFTACESZIr TC SLATJIEN by Fugh VWelters flevicwed by
Faber, 16s. 160pp, D.G.Bishop

v

iiis book concerns the first manned swvace flight to Saturn
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and the preparations leading up to it. It is, I believe,
intendeé¢ for 12- to l6-year-olds and in reviewing it I Telt
that I must taoke the viewpoint of such a young person - in
fact, by what standards did I judge a book at that age?

Unfortunately, the book tends to be rather slow, being
mainly taken up with preparations for the journey - this is,.I.
feel, not a point in its favour. From a more sophisticated view-
point tlhie characters are a trifle naive for astronauts, but
should be easy te identify with. Techinically, the book is fairly
competent.

This book should prove a reessonablc introduction to sf, os
it contains all the stock sf plot cdevices - telepathy, space
flight (of course), and cryonics (or hypothermia as lr, Walters
calls it}. .

REVIEWERS VANTED

If you would like to review books for VECTOR, please write
to the editor enclosing a short specimen review (not necessarily
for publication) of any boock, old or new, that you've read
recently,

NEWS AND VIZEWS

0 brave New Worlds that has not licLuhan in't! -¥-¥-+ Sphere looks
like becoming a publishing house to rank with Panther and Pen-
guin; they have already given us Brian Aldiss!s Th . Primal Urge,
silly but fun, and Damon Knight'!s Analogue Men, and their latent
list includes Leo Szilard's collection The Voice of the Dolphins
and Theodore Sturgeon's masterpiece Some of Your Blood -¥-¥-
Another Sturgeon just out is The Joyous Invesions, three nevellas,
from FPenguin -¥-}-» Two British classics forthcoming in paperback
are John Brunner' s Telepathist {Fenguin) and Brian Aldiss's
Greybeard (Panther) -%-%» Suicide is now legal, and NE WORLDS
has raised its price to 5s. » andO chagrin! it is going to have
McLuhan in't -¥-¥- AlYBIT, on the othier hand, costs 2s.,6d.; its
preferred method of suicide is to run =z competition for writers
writing under the influence of drugs, ‘thcreby losing its Arts
Council grant. The idea wns J.G.Bollard'a. This really is an
experinent, and one worth doing; the evidence to 'date on the -
artistic cfficacy of druge-taking is inconclusivcs One's first
thought might be of Eubla Eficn - or it might be of Charlie Parkewts
Lover Man, "Any musician who says he is playing better either on
tea, the needle, or when he is juiced, is a plain, straight T ey o7t
And then there'!s the inconsistent writing of a certain idely
admired American sf writer *i*I*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*i*

VECTOR IS INCOMPETENT. We admit it. Apart from Heinlein's award
for The Moon is a Harsh Mistress and Vance's award for something,
we don't know this vear's Hugo winners. In fact we need a news
editor, Any offers?
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YOUR SECRETARY R2EPURTS...

On ih2 2Lth dai of Cztob. r 1967 the unincorpcrated body
known as 7.0 Britirn Science fiction Association was incorp-
orated aas a Company .imit-d b, Guarzntee., Sucl a co2upany: o ilia.

issues r.¢ shares.

I do nmot intend 2t tiuis stage to go into details of the
decisions taken; these will bz contsined in my report to be
given at the Annuzl Generzl lceting. I will just g2 briefly
into the more important aspecis of the change as it affects
you nNcw. .

First let me in‘roduce you to the merbers of the
HManagement Council:

Druc2 liontgomery (Edmund Crispin): Chairman

Brien W.,JAlddiss

. Tom Soardeman

Ted u:bb '

Ken Sulmer

Dan lorgan

ien Slater: Vice-Chailrman

Il'avid Barher: Treasrrer

Tony Sudbery: Publications Officer

fhil logers: raerliamentarian

J.liichael ZRoscnblum

S5.5ix Dalton

Arcrhie Mezcer

Kediti: Bridzes
and Your. truiv: Csapany Scceoetary

Obviously the & ove iftson nmembers are. 2ot going to be
involved in the day-- o-dzy running of the 3STa; it would be
far tooc unwieldy. Zu’ certain nembers of the lianagement Coun-
cil are expressly Tl woriing committee,and the other members
will hold a watching bDrief snd cnsure some of the continuity
which has been so sa-lly lsascking in the past.

The consideraticns vwiiich =ffected the dezision to form
the Company were a&s rollows:-

Disadvantoges: i, Aniniti-zl expenditure of about &£LO,
2, An znnual expenditure of £3,
7, Certaldn restrictions on the resclutions that
can be passed without notice.




. Legal existence.
« Continuit:- of zxistcnce.
. 4an inproved and unambiguous Coeastitution
fromed with the ascistance o1 experts -n Company Law
(not, I hesten to cdd, me} 1 took advize!)

4. Financicl security for Comnitiee I 2 bers,
whio were previousalrs perscnal’y lisble.

5. Ovnership rights for the BSFA; previousiy
BSTL property belonged, in law, to tize Cormittee,

6. Frotection of the rmesbership by irdependent
finanecial checking by =1 Aud? tor - or in cese of
extremity by the 3Zoard of Tr--de,

Ldvancages: 1
[ 2
3

We appreciaste thaot scrie member: of the unincerporated
Association may not wish to be wernbors of the Conrany. Xeith
Otter (the Accountznt) and myself reflected o this, and the
position is that you do not have to becomne a rerber of the
Conmpany until your rembership expires, Upon renewel,; however,
all members will have to sign a guarnntee form stating {inter
alia) that in the event of the BSFA heing wound ur they may
be called upon to pay a sum of not »ore than £1, Tiis is the
maximan poayment which will be called in if certeain circumstances
arise, The guaranteec is in force for a further tweive months
after you resign or let your pmerthercshin lapse.

lienbership fees heve been cdjusted and all fees arce now
£1 10s. 0d p.a. plus 55, 1 for entiance if you ars a new or
lapsed mernber, Every menboer hasg one vote, Il you cannot attend
an A.C.HM. you can avpoint a2 proxy to vote for you, but the
proxy must be a nember of the Company. You camnnot send your
bank manager or Accountan: to vete for you uniess e is already

2 B5FA member! This peans that 211 otiendg will ag dni be voted
cnat the ...G. 'Y andrducan rote for or gainaf etenadif -ou are not
rresent. The proxy must Tfollow & spezific Torr, and you must

inform me o2t least forty-eight hourrs bhefore the necting that
you have azpointed a proxi to —rote ni your belazalf, You crn

give o general power to yeour nyoxy 1o vote as he scee £fit, or

a specific power to vote for or against particular motions.
Council i‘erbers can Lold rvour nrexy if you so wish, so thet

if you zre a "sleeping nciner" of tihe Association znd never
attend Conventions, >hil Hogers will ield your sroxy if you wish.

The position with regard =o Cvarsees mnembers is that they
must appoint an address in Gredit Bricain te which =211 Notices
may be sent., This is the inw; in fect I will send yvou Notices
direct, but these of ccurce will go by sea mail, which pay put
therm ocut of time if you wish to votz . If you aproint an address,
you can comc to some financial arrangement whereby Notices can
be sent to you by air mail, Subject to this, Fhil znd I are
prepared to accept lHotices on behalf of Overseszs riembers,

At ezch L.G.F. one third of the Council rave ito retire
and be re-elected if they wish to continue., Of course, others
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can bc nom.aiated to ccntest any seat, I will give details in
the nowt i-sue of the firgt five retiring; all I can say at
this s%nge is that I shall be one of them and I am willing to
stand agein,

Ta dur course ccopies of the dMemorandum oand Articles of
Associntic. will be zrailcble on request. There will be a
small fee 3ayable (e 0d), and I will let you know when they
are rendy. I will woin yoi noir that these consist of scme
sixte=1 pares, tut oco-e you gel used to the phraseclogy they
can be qui.z easy tc interpret.

To me. one of 1.2 bigoest acdvartages cof thie incorporation
of the Ass~ciation ic that the 4.G.1. must be run sgtrictly in
sccordance with the z ends.. wh'ch huizs to be circulated at

least tweniy-one clenz days bedore the dote fixed for the

Meeti iz. Tals means taint the flascos cf previous years'! A.G,M.s
can never b2 repeated: this, together with the fact that the
L£,G.M, now 1as the power to male declisions, makes me feel that
real crogriss can be nade,

I do rot consider that forming :he Company has solved all
our problens; we shall always have the problem of inefficient
and gafiating committee members, but nt least under the new set-
up tharge nmoirbhers can be reroved from the Management Council and
new cnes a;peinted in their plnce. 41lso the large number on the
Manage:mient Council does ensure that at least cone member will s y
"Well, what'!s going on?" when nothing has happened feor scome
time, Tt is a2 safeguard agrninst the Lssociation sirnking without
trece, as Ias so nearly happencd in the past.

Piecse let me know whather you have any queries; if there
are m°ny, . propose to run a questicn and answer cclunn in the
next zditici of Vector,

o ent on = personal note, mony cf yo: kXnow that the work
in th Secrztarizl Department has increased enormously since I
first .ock cver and a’so tu=zt my hezlith has been indifferent in
the 1last t.o yvears, 7 order that the B5FA should not suffer 1
decidza thet it was i-uperative that T have z2n gssistant., 1 was
fortunnte cnough to cbtain the services of Beryl lercer, and
we are splltting the wvork tetwecen e Beryl wiil handle =21l
enquiries ‘rom new wmesbers and ordinnsry cueries from current
members whr2h de not —equire committcece reference. I will handle
the Company Secretaryehip ond continue to act as lisison between
the Conmittce and the ordinary membe:rrship, This, I think, will
creatz a hapry marriage, for, os many of you will alse know, I
am not a tiue "fan" in the sense ef . woriber of fandom, i.e. I
do not write or contribute to JTanzires, etc, and I am not a mem-
ber of a frn group; whercecas Beryl knows precisely what is happen-
ing ot ounly in Great 8ritain but also on the Continent and in
the States. I am indecd niecst grateful for her help.

Doreen Parker,
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s fa...30%  add Rd.. Dedminster, Bristol 5:-
=l 54 . w2 otizr examplcs of Dave Dusby
1 ; A~ e 24301 dof..ai 'y like rather “han otherwise.
FEEEEE | 2E Lo fxyino te make tThe best of all
2Rt l: B s Ailh thoadis is probably entirely correct, anc
] : o dBVIDas, Sl wguires making -~ particularliy in the
3 51 o aess whe s3ve " T esonme power of selecting what
e S e wredeowsdead sy pobldnived;

“eymsomy Mo, B ds copiaanly ¢ stinmlating idea - hreath-
pEELT AR 53 in fact. Lt lesec, T tihonk, Ly being presented as
RN U _ne of a picce o ghort Tiction which tizws lacks any
;039 T e M~ bR Uy PRy the® ;. T in:s 1t wenid be ideal as baclkground

: =cher izl Joreground, mawerizl in 2 mnovel,

ZThank you, Arciiie,
y faet, an extract from a aovella./
nhe l.arrison Le'ter' s3till ex’sts, seemingly, mainiy ito
@ Eap a8 Jery «2cesiongaliv the Nawe is that of & well--known

sk, Beidfhews) wothoes Hem bhel fF = tzorough-going
ioafaraton o, ALpasct freom the thiickly-broadeast nomenclature -~
5 { snpzelattre - tonoeglh, EELSTYE mueckh 1@ pErticalar I8

FoSuas, o 4. I would suggoest chet the celumn be run in tabulas
Jjoom - o ¢ oamn Dor Nazes; one for brief remarks by those Named,

¢ el oY £ remirks z2bout sase, and a final one fer brief
B gk & the colunnist imaelf. /o makes the last 3-snarics
ole ¥ s & peate appearmiice than did Ne. 45,
e e Farioy, S0 LA Pleld Ad.. Usendne Stl.lames, Telgrbor i
128 soould now that with: the exception of Treasurer
. - £ - 0
¥ Sl xn be Cortittee Lembers (not now of course, because
xS elied Lct affects Conpany Law), I thougizt dichard
ie g o ont acoul avy was the main reason I printed Dan's
i 1 g favst pizace!l 7% certainiy did liven up the pages of V.,
com Ve tor- lMasgon. & Tounton Rd.. Swrnspe. Dorset:
M.z I st Hearriscn letizr was Just too much to let go by
v shous ari- sort «f ecument, Admittediy it was a govod letter,
¢ 23y 1o rea. and ot requiring Soo miel: thought te understand i:
b thno2 o3 not encugh informztion on exactly what was discuss
& thue srw ntion and just oo meny neames dropped. In fact the
vo3le arfal sounded iike = cdrunken orgy (I won'!t discount the
LR 5 2 3 3 0 B b,
Lrasit litr that “hat is what it was), but not being a congoer



26

I wouldn't know how the cons work once they get going.

He gives me the imnression theat any waiter would Jjust hate
to have kim on his station,

A comment on the Vinged Men, reviewed by Tom Jones: There
are two kinds of nuclezar submarines and they are firstly the
Folaris type and seccondly the hunter killer type which carry
only torpedoes. Their main job in times ol war is to hunt down
enemy shipping and sink it.

From Phyllis Zisenstein, 5921 ZIrdorf, lalkstrassc 19, W,Germany:

The issue of _URLLL OF I {hat wou reviewed in V46 could not
possibly have been Llhz august 1967 issue.
/‘he issues of both
GALA-Y and IF thint Phil reviewed were the British editions,/

From I,J.3ldridge, 26 3t. Mery's Sc.,Gloucester:

I must protest when the writings cf £,2,.Burroughs are held
as good st ZLn the editorizl of Vké/. Surely this is "space
opera" of the very worst l'ind, 4iz so--called sf stories portray
a Terzan-liks fisure, witih all the trimmings (beautiful Princess
ete, )} thrust into a "Eartizn” setting with hardly any pretence
at plausibility at ali. Encourege tolerznce by all means; but
please, let us hear no more of tioids type of steory.

from Gregory FPickersagill, "The FPines",havlett Lane,iierlins
Sriage, Lhaverfordwest, Pembs:
I ~m surpriscd that the new NIV VORLIS has got such a
reception as is evideni from rhil Iildownieyl!s review. I found
that Ho, 173 was the greatest load of rubbish ever put on paper.
But where vour reviewer scecems teo think the magazine is deterior-
ating, I and 21l the others who have read the magazine locally
thinir that with each issue 1t as got zstronomically better,
The only thing waich will really spoil it for me now is the
continued printing of Ballawd!s rubbish and any like efforts.

From Chas LeggL%Lk hermitage Bd. HBermipesas, Loiddn, N.L:

lan, theat Ballaord sure does nsthing to satiate my intellect.
§till, T would agrec thot there is a need for autizors like thet.
that does surprisc me somewnat is the fact trhaot s lins become so
caught vup in itself toat it deoesn't seer to rezlise that what
may be a new technique to its own Tield is quite comnmon in
other fields. Ky room-mate picled up 2 copy of NEW THOXLDS and
commented "COh, they've been writing like thet for years."
éReally? Just who, lately, has becen writing as badly as Ballardl7
Lmongst his higniy non-linear article Tlichard Toole has
menaged to sprinkle some highly percinent facts, if not ones that
are slightly axiomatic. Why should sf ever have any reason to
restrict itself in subject matier anyway? /"Why should sparrows
not provide us with saugpﬂe?"/ Any asubject is fair game to st
just tie same as it is to =11 other forms of literature. Llee
space travel is fair game to histerical flctlon?7




There is cne unforgivable field where sf fails down badly,
zind that is in the range of human interactions. Mot that thereo
is no sf with good characterisctions cr such descriptions. But
it seems that it is rare té find this quality linked with all

that makes good of as such, Which is a great pity.
I must come very much in on Fhil's side when it ccmes *o
Illr. Ackerman's comments. I'm sure thet Thil's dunering equpt,

is mot in the class of that or the editor of VLi, I doubt

winether *hil got a2g mueh zid din +the cctual mechanieal production

of the issue as the editor of the issuc n2t ic so highly praised,
Yet agzin, an inrocuvous ish,. Alas thrt Charles Flatt has

left the BELFA! A bit of nhealthy discussi and argument would, I

think, helip keen intercst alive. ZULic is_wmy excuse for my rude

interruptions. You zsk for it, vou get il o oA

f"r
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From Audrey Ualton, 25

e e e

_Coventry, Yarks:

comrents on the layveout of V&G -
the best Ly far, but the coloured

I weuld like te rnake soxe
witite meazer and blaocic ;11nt axe

(!

&
hesdings in = prev1ou issue were nost attractive, zny chance of
bringing taem beck? /Sorry, not = LopeL/ The front cover is VUTY
good, but would have goeined by bheing enclosed in a frame; thi
would have given it definition and scliidity and would have made
it less like a fanzine but not so forrmal as some V's_have been
in the past. Zf disagree, but what do othdr rcaders fulnk?/

hil hkuldowncey is so right, there is roox for both old =nd
new in sf. Sf£ may give oif #£s wany seautiful branches =5 it
plezses, so long as they are grafted into tine mrnin existing body
and do neot try fto kill off their host or exist on their own,

Chas Legg says that huwrzn beings are animals; ny point is
that we have no reason to accept this status any longer, our
powers of reason give us tre ability to be different. Many
species of animals surviving today would, no doubt, be extinct
by now if we had not kept ther alive by srtificial reans of
domestication =nd special protection. Muture animals mey never
even .see the lignt of dey and 1 refuse to sccept that ry concern
about this dis hysterical. Nature rnoy bo cruel but men need not
Do unless he wishes to. Surely vou believe that hugan beings do
have & choice and can be nlaost anything they wish to be? Life
does not shavpe us, we shape ourselvcs by our reacticns to events.

There is mno‘“nm Ecrtcr (ol s Tl - s

Most of these letters have been iz Perbend] G Horrlbly dlsflgurod
by the cditor, Letter: of corrent on thi- issue rre eagerly
invited and should arrive by December 10th, If you want your
words not te be cut and shuffled, stipuiate "all or nothing",
Best of all, write coneisely,

2R OTIHEIR NOTES DEDWY Mike Ashley!s chicecklist of Otis Adelbert
Kline, an impressive picce of schola rahin, has had to be omitted
for lack of snace, Throughout this VECTCR, comments in
brackets 1_1&0 tPlS/ are by the editor, who 1n1tlals himself,
when he thinks of it, as AS, 7'%y now T°?Z_ Sheer cussedness.









